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1. Short Introduction 
1.1 WP7 Collaborative European Degrees 

Within RUN-EU 1.0, the aim of WP7 was to design and develop collaborative European Degrees, 
which include regionally relevant Double and Joint Degree Programmes (across BSc, MSc and 
PhD levels respectively). These degrees are based on transnational curricula and focus on the 
future and advanced skills needs enabling the promotion of flexible transnational mobility of 
students, innovative pedagogies and blended learning activities. 

 

1.2 Definition of a Joint Degree Programme within RUN-EU 

1.2.1 Joint Programme 

“An integrated curriculum coordinated and offered jointly by different Higher Education 
Institutions (HEIs) and leading to a Joint, Double or Multiple Degree.” 

1.2.2 Joint Degree 

“A single document awarded by HEIs offering the Joint Programme and nationally acknowledged 
as the recognised award of the Joint Programme.” 

1.2.3 Characteristics of a Joint Degree 

• Accreditation of the Joint Degree in the respective countries of the participating 
partners. 

• 1 integrated curriculum 
• 1 Joint set of examination regulations 
• 1 Joint admission requirements 
• 1 Joint Degree Certificate issued for the Award 

 

1.3 Goal of RUN-EU Joint Degree Programmes within D7.4 

RUN-EU Joint Degree Programmes are designed to be closely linked to the output of the existing 
Regional Innovation Clusters, the future European Innovation Hubs (WP2) and the RUN-EU 
Discovery Programme (WP5), enabling students to develop cutting edge knowledge and skills to 
face future industrial and societal challenges. 

In terms of the development of Joint Degrees, RUN-EU 1.0 aimed to establish initially by the end 
of Year 3, a minimum of three Joint Degrees: one at Bachelors level, one at Masters level and 
one at PhD level.  This deliverable was subsequently amended by mutual agreement (as 
previously reported within RUN-EU 1.0) to the delivery of a minimum of two Joint Degrees: one 
at Masters level and one at PhD level. 
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1.4 Joint Degree Programme Development within RUN-EU 1.0 

The following areas outlined in D7.2, D7.5 and D7.6 respectively are relevant to the development 
of Joint Degree Programmes within RUN-EU 1.0: 

• National and Institutional Framework for development of Collaborative Degree 
Programmes (D7.2) 

• Several steps undertaken to bring multiple stakeholders together, establish contact and 
build mutual trust (D7.5) 

• Preparatory work conducted with regards to recognition (D7.6) 

In the context of D7.6, one of the key elements of the project proposal was to establish 
an Inter-University Recognition Team (IURT). This team was established in Year 2 of the 
project and was very successful in creating a concise manual on the Recognition of 
Learning within the Alliance, to the extent that the recognition manual was brought in 
as an extra deliverable.  

 
 
1.5 Constraints of Mergers of Institutions and National Quality Assurance 
Regulations on Joint Programme Developments within RUN-EU 1.0 
 
At the commencement of the project, two RUN-EU partners, Limerick Institute of Technology 
(LIT) and Athlone Institute of Technology (AIT) in Ireland were part of the formal Consortium. 
Technological University of the Shannon: Midlands-Midwest (TUS), which involved a merger of 
the two original IoTs was subsequently established on October 1, 2023. With the establishment 
of the new university, TUS at the date of inauguration did not formally have in place a TUS Policy 
on Collaborative Provision. The new TUS Policy and Procedures on Collaborative Provision 
(National and Transnational) 2023-2028, was formally approved by the Academic Council of the 
University on May 29, 2023. The establishment of this policy which aligned with national policy 
in Ireland on Collaborative Provision, provided the necessary framework for TUS in the 
development of all future Joint Programmes under the European Approach within RUN-EU. As 
a result of this regulatory framework, this necessitated a change in direction for TUS in terms of 
the nature of the Joint Programmes in which it could participate within RUN-EU 1.0 (and 
subsequently going forward within RUN-EU 2.0). 
 
Throughout the delivery of the project certain constraints resulting from the required adoption 
of national Quality Assurance (QA) regulations also caused challenges to the Alliance in the 
development of Joint Programmes within RUN-EU 1.0, in particular as the Alliance involves a 
network of universities and Higher Education Institutes (HEIs) of Applied Sciences, with relatively 
limited experience in developing international Joint Programmes. Specific challenges for the 
Alliance centred amongst others around different allocation of ECTS credits and differences in 
Award Titles.  These challenges within D7.4 were mostly associated with RUN-EU partners in 
Finland (HAMK), the Netherlands (NHL Stenden) and the Republic of Ireland (TUS), where 
National QA regulations had a greater impact on development. Other challenges related to 
different financing structures related to tuition fees. 

https://tus.ie/app/uploads/AcademicServices/Quality/Handbook/VOL4/9_TUS-Policy-and-Procedures-for-Collaborative-Provision-National-and-Transnati.pdf
https://tus.ie/app/uploads/AcademicServices/Quality/Handbook/VOL4/9_TUS-Policy-and-Procedures-for-Collaborative-Provision-National-and-Transnati.pdf
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2. Joint Degree Programme Agreements 
 
2.1 Development  
 
Collaborative PhD Degree Programmes has been developed, involving joint supervision between 
RUN-EU partners. 
 
2.2 Concluded Joint Degree Programme Agreements 
 
At the PhD level, foundational work has been laid for several programmes. In November 2023 
during the RUN-EU General Assembly a ground-breaking double PhD programme agreement 
was signed: 

• Double PhD degree in Data Science for Sustainability between Polytechnic University of 
Leiria (IPLeiria) and Polytechnic of Cávado and Ave (IPCA). 

 
PhD Level 

• At the PhD level, 5 Joint Collaborative Degree Programmes have been developed, 
involving joint supervision between RUN-EU partners IPL and TUS respectively, leading 
to a TUS Single Award.  

 
Additional Note: Erasmus Mundus Masters 

• Although not part of the original project submission, it should be noted that an Erasmus 
Mundus Joint Masters Degree in Integrated STEAM Education (MASTED) has been 
developed as a two-year multilingual and international master's degree (120 ECTS).  This 
Joint Degree was developed by five universities, across three countries, Portugal, Spain 
and Brazil and involves RUN-EU partners, IPL and IPCA and future RUN-EU 2.0 partner, 
Universidad de Burgos.  

 
 
2.3 Ongoing Joint Degree Programme Developments 
 
As part of D7.4, various partners within RUN-EU 1.0 engaged in the development of a series of 
Joint Degrees, within a Joint Programme.  These programmes are currently at various stages of 
ongoing development: 
 

• MSc in Applied Machine Learning for Business (HAMK and TUS) 
 
This Joint programme is at a very advanced stage of development and a fully integrated 
curriculum has been established by the respective programme teams at HAMK and TUS. The 
programme documentation and the timeline of development is outlined in Appendix 1.  In the 
summer of 2023, the Programme Development Team encountered an issue around the intended 
Award Title of an MSc. Although TUS can award an MSc, HAMK being a University of Applied 
Sciences in Finland does not have the statutory authority to award an MSc per se. An MBA 
Degree was discussed but as it is not recognised by the Finnish educational system, it could not 
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be further considered by HAMK.  Another possibility explored by the Programme Development 
Teams to enable progression of the programme within the framework of the development of 
Joint Programmes under the European approach involved the granting of a Double Award.  As 
both universities in Finland and Ireland have been very committed to the development of this 
Joint Programme, different solutions are being explored to overcome the challenge outlined. 
 
 

• MA in Sustainable Marketing (TUS and NHL Stenden) 
 
Development of this Joint programme is ongoing, and the Programme Development Team is 
currently working on the potential alignment of ECTS credits in TUS and NHL Stenden (i.e., 90 
ECTS at TUS and 60 ECTS at NHL Stenden).  
 

• Other Potential Joint Masters Programmes 
 
A series of meetings has also taken place between HAMK and TUS on the development of a 
Masters in Nursing and Leadership and Quality Healthcare.  This programme was originally 
considered to be developed as a Double Degree but the focus has since changed direction with 
the current plan for the programme development to centre on a Joint Degree within a Joint 
Programme under the European Approach. 
 
A Joint Degree involving an MSc in Applied Computer Networks and Security between IPCA and 
TUS is also at an early stage of development. 
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3. Outlook/Conclusion 
 
One of the key outcomes from RUN-EU 1.0 concerning Joint Programme Development amongst 
partners, was that it clarified for Programme Development Teams across the Alliance the nature 
and complexities around the establishment of a Joint Programme under the European Approach, 
leading to a Joint Award, a Double Award or a Multiple Award.  RUN-EU 1.0 provided a platform 
for the universities within the Alliance to explore the feasibility of developing Joint Programmes 
under the European Approach. This approach will be the hallmark of any future Joint Programme 
developments within RUN-EU 2.0. RUN-EU 1.0 has also allowed for a greater understanding 
amongst Consortium members of various national, and regulatory constraints that need to be 
considered in any future Joint programme developments.  
 
Based on the success of the General Exploratory Missions (GEMs) of Phase 1 of the project as a 
catalyst for programme collaboration, European Programme Academy (EPA) Missions will be 
conducted in Phase 2 of the RUN-EU project. The aim in the EPA Missions is to involve a greater 
number of multiple stakeholders in these missions, compared to the GEMs of Phase 1.  Whereas 
in Phase 1 the focus of participation was on academic staff and directors, in the EPA Missions it 
is hoped to include a broader spectrum of stakeholders involving associate partners, researchers 
and students. 
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Appendix 1: Timeline of Development and Current Draft Programme 
Documentation for Masters in Applied Machine Learning – Joint Programme 
(between HAMK and TUS) 
 
 
2nd RUN-EU General Assembly in HAMK 7-11.2022 Programme Development Meeting between 

HAMK and TUS representatives 

 

15.02.2023 Discussion on the planning process, online meeting 

 

06.03.2023 Curriculum design, online meeting 

 

27.03.2023 Curriculum design, online meeting 

 

10.04.2023 Workshop planning / curriculum design, online meeting 

 

17.-19.5.2023 – Joint curriculum workshop at TUS (Athlone campus) 
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