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1 Introduction
The following guidelines are based on the RUN-EU Report D7.2. which deals with the 
development of RUN-EU Collaborative Degree Programmes.

Because of this contingent relationship when developing RUN-EU Joint Programmes, it is also 
recommended to become familiar with the contents of the RUN-EU Report D7.2. This report
focuses in detail on the national and European legislation as well as on recognition and quality 
assurance frameworks and RUN-EU specific targets.

Disclaimer: This document is intended to be a guideline for the development of Joint 
Programmes. While every effort has been taken to be as inclusive as possible, there may be 
changes and supplements to the content of this document.

2 Aim of this report
The aim of this report is to present guidelines and to provide practical information for the 
development of Joint Programmes within the parameters of the RUN-EU Network. It is 
important to note these guidelines are not intended to be a step-by-step guide for the 
development of Joint Programmes. Their purpose is rather to serve as an orientation and to 
refer to already existing professional tools, which should be used for the development of Joint 
Programmes. Furthermore, these guidelines contain relevant, RUN-EU specific criteria, which 
should be considered when developing RUN-EU Joint Programmes.

The overall aim is to provide the RUN-EU Network and other universities in Europe with a 
reasonable set of useful practice-based tools and guidelines for developing and implementing
Joint Programmes.

3 Development of RUN-EU Joint Programmes
The development of a new Joint Programme has many elements which require careful 
consideration. The fundamental priority to programme development is the adherence to 
excellent quality standards.

3.1 The Joint Programme Checklist 

To ensure that all relevant topics required in the development of a Joint Programme are
considered, it is highly recommended to use the Joint Program Checklist of the European 
Consortium for Accreditation in higher education (ECA), which is anchored by quality assurance
principles. 

In addition, it is highly recommended to use the ECA Website. The ECA Website has a range of 
resources that can be referenced to facilitate Joint Programme development. For example, the 
ECA Coordination Point provides guidance and assistance for quality assurance and 
accreditation of Joint Programmes. Furthermore, the Coordination Point provides all the 
essential background information for both quality assurance agencies and Joint Programmes.
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Additionally, the publication Joint Programmes from A to Z provides information on all relevant 
issues relating to developing, coordinating and sustaining high quality Joint Programmes.

4 Accreditation of Joint Programmes
4.1 European Approach for Accreditation

RUN-EU Joint Programmes should, whenever possible, be accredited within the European 
Approach for Quality Assurance of Joint Programmes. The European Approach for Quality 
Assurance of Joint Programmes, which has been adopted by European Ministers responsible for 
higher education, has been developed to ease external quality assurance of these programmes. 
It defines standards that are based on the agreed tools of the European Higher Education Area 
(EHEA), without applying additional national criteria. This is expected to facilitate integrated 
approaches to quality assurance of Joint Programmes, which genuinely reflect and mirror their 
joint character. European Quality Assurance Register for Higher Education (EQAR)

The European Approach is available to all higher education systems in Austria, Finland, Hungary
and the Netherlands. Although the European Approach is accepted in the Netherlands, for Joint 
programmes that are newly developed, an additional assessment on macro-efficiency and an
initial accreditation process must be carried out. In Portugal and Ireland, the European Approach 
is available to some higher education institutions under specific conditions. Therefore, it is 
necessary to clarify the relevant terms before starting the development of Joint Programmes.

4.1.1 The European Approach Online Toolkit
If accreditation of Joint Programmes by the European Approach is planned, it is highly 
recommended to become familiar with the European Approach Online Toolkit, as this is a very 
practical and excellent resource. This toolkit consists of written explanations and step-by-step 
video guidelines.

4.2 Alternative accreditation options for Joint Programmes

If the European Approach to accreditation is not available, programmes will have to be 
accredited based on the national accreditation frameworks of each participating RUN-EU 
University. This will have to be timed carefully as all Joint Programmes need to be accredited 
before the start of the programme, regardless of if they lead to a Joint, Double or Multiple 
Degree.

5 RUN-EU specific requirements for Joint
Programmes

When developing new RUN-EU Joint Programmes, it is highly important to consider and 
implement the following criteria / priorities.
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5.1 Enabling students to design their own flexible curricula
In the RUN-EU WP6, a variety of Short Advanced Programmes jointly offered by different RUN-
EU partner institutions will be developed (see results of WP6). To ensure students can benefit 
from this additional course offering, and to enable them to design their own flexible learning 
paths, it is highly recommended that the consortium in charge of the development of Joint
Programmes takes responsibility to facilitate this. This involves adoption of the curricular 
structure of the entire degree programme that takes into consideration these options and allows 
the necessary flexibility. 

This means that flexible learning paths need to be considered in the curricular structure of the 
entire Joint Programme. This includes relevant time frames for elective courses (Short Advanced
Programmes, for example, or any other educational offering/courses within the RUN-EU 
Alliance), as well as robust recognition processes already planned at the beginning. Micro 
Credentials which represent flexible elements need to be considered as well.

5.2 Ensure regional & RUN-EU thematic focus
When developing Joint Programmes, it is significant to consider the importance of the
multinational interregional alliance and the collaborative potential of the innovation ecosystems
linked to the European Innovation Hubs to be established in the RUN-EU network.

To enable students to develop cutting edge knowledge and skills in order to face future industrial 
and societal challenges, the new RUN-EU Joint Programmes should be closely linked to the 
outputs of the WP2 and the WP5. These Work Package outputs deal with the proposed and 
existing Regional Innovation Clusters the future European Innovation Hubs (WP2) and the RUN-
EU Discovery Programme (WP5). 

It is envisioned that the consortium in charge of the development of a Joint Programme interacts 
with the mentioned WPs and considers their results. The recommended prioritised areas 
defined are:

Future Industry and Sustainable Regional Development
Bio-economy
Social Innovation

It is also recommended that the consortium developing the Joint Programme ensures that the 
below mentioned research clusters identified by the WP5 are considered: 

Creative Art, Design and Materials Thinking
Food & Biotechnology
Tourism
Internet of Things (IOT) & Cybersecurity
Advanced Manufacturing
Climate Change Circular Economy & Decarbonisation
Education & Social Sciences
Health & Wellbeing
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5.3 Ensuring inclusiveness
Ensuring inclusiveness, multiculturalism and connectivity to society are further top priorities of 
the RUN-EU network. Therefore, it is also very important to remove barriers to learning and 
improve access to quality education to enable young people to benefit from the best education 
and training to help them find employment across Europe. It is to be ensured that the 
perspectives of the participating universities get considered, but also the perspectives of the 
established Student Advisory Board have been considered regarding these topics. The Student 
Advisory Board advises the Management Committee as well as several work packages on the 
design of new, and the alteration of existing programmes, with a view to enhancing social 
inclusion and social diversity among the student body. Inclusiveness, multiculturalism and 
connectivity to society are, among others, also the core topics of WP4 (EMIC), WP6 (SAP) and
WP2 (EIH). Therefore, the results of these work packages are also available when developing 
RUN-EU Joint Programmes.

5.4 Ensuring incorporation of elements of innovation

With regards to innovation, it is important to consider the results of the following Work Packages 
when developing new Joint Programmes: 

WP2: European Innovation Hubs (EIH), which will stimulate and create interregional 
research, innovative and regional stakeholder engagement

WP3: Future and Advanced Skills Academies (FASA), which will promote and develop 
joint student-centred and flexible learning activities, through collaborative and 
pedagogically innovative inter-university and interregional approaches to higher 
education

WP4: European Mobility Innovation Center (EMIC), which will build and share expertise 
in innovative physical and virtual international mobility initiatives, and which will assess 
the quality of the new mobility activities.

5.5 Inclusion of elements of societal transformation & cultural understanding
When developing RUN-EU Joint Programmes, the consortium in charge is advised to consider 
the relevant components of societal transformation and cultural understanding. These elements 
will be deduced from the results of the following work packages:

WP6: Short Advanced Programmes (SAPs), which are also relevant to the promotion of 
multiculturalism and multilingualism among the alliance regions. All SAPs, due to their 
joint and collaborative nature, will (in)directly foster intercultural 
competences/understanding. In addition, it is also envisaged that the alliance will 
design and deliver some specific SAPs focused on local culture and language.

WP4: European Mobility Innovation Center (EMIC), which will assist in the promotion 
e and its 

diversity among the academic community, as well as boost the learning of other 
languages by RUN-EU students and staff.
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5.6 Continuous Quality Control and Optimisation
To supplement these guidelines, a separate Quality Controlling Toolkit is planned for 
development and will be provided.

This Quality Controlling Toolkit will contain information regarding the
frequency of reviews
evaluation of the development and collaborative processes
evaluation of staff and student mobility. Governance for quality assurance is a 
requirement for academic and administrative components of Joint Programmes.

The Quality Control Toolkit provided by the RUN-EU network is mandatory for the evaluation of 
all RUN-EU Joint Programmes. It is crucial that the persons in charge develop a common 
understanding regarding the quality assurance system of the RUN-EU Joint Degree Programmes.
It is also necessary that the responsibilities for internal quality assurance be clearly defined.

6 Implementation of the EHEA standards / tools
When developing new RUN-EU Joint Programmes, implementing the standards defined and 
tools developed for the European Higher Education Area (EHEA) is crucial. These instruments 
are, amongst others, the European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System (ECTS), the 
Diploma Supplement (DS), the overarching and national qualifications frameworks (QFs), the 
European Standards and Guidelines for Quality Assurance of Higher Education (ESG), the 
Database of External Quality Assurance Results (DEQAR), etc. An overview regarding these 
instruments as well as detailed information provides the EHEA Tools website.

7 Consideration of the vision of European 
Degrees

The European Commission recently highlighted in an announcement that Joint Study 
P are one of the flagship activities of the European 
Universities. This proposed vision is designed sed degrees that will be 
synonymous for innovative and transformative higher education from multiple institutions in 
multiple European countries. A final report is expected by the European Commission at the end 
of 2021. It is important to consider the results of this reports when developing RUN-EU Joint 
Programmes.

8 Conclusion
Regardless of national and European legislation, quality assurance and institutional guidelines, 
two essential questions should already be clarified at the beginning of the development of any
Joint Programme. It is important to consider and clarify all financial issues while balancing the
importance to question what the added value of the Joint Programme for different stakeholders 
is, the participating universities and especially for students. Undertaking these exercises of 
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development needs to have relevance and meaning. The structure of guidelines will enable the 
creation of these kinds of initiatives, but we must be anchored in our primary goal of delivering 
value of these programmes for those involved.
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9 Appendices
9.1 Sources

European Quality Assurance Register for Higher Education (EQAR)
European Approach for Quality Assurance of Joint Programmes
European Approach Online Toolkit
Possible scenarios on the path towards a European degree
Joint Programmes from A to Z
RUN-EU Report D7.2
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1 Introduction
The following guidelines are based on the RUN-EU Report D7.2 and the Joint Programme Checklist of 
the ECA European consortium for accreditation. 

When developing RUN-EU Double Degree Programmes, it is highly recommended to also reference the 
content of the RUN-EU Report D7.2, as this report focuses in detail on the national and European 
legislation, on recognition and quality assurance frameworks as well as on RUN-EU specific targets. 
With regards to these RUN-EU specific targets, it should be considered if implementation is also
available in the Double Degree Programmes. In this regard it is highly relevant to consider that RUN-
EU students should be enabled to design their own flexible curricula. To also ensure inclusiveness, 
multiculturalism and connectivity to society is important. Furthermore, to ensure the elements of 
innovation, societal transformation and cultural understanding are top priorities for the development 
of RUN-EU Double Degree Programmes. Therefore, it is highly recommended to consider and 
implement the options the RUN-EU work packages WP2 (EIH), WP3 (FASA) WP4 (EMIC) and WP6 (SAP) 
offer, whenever possible.

Disclaimer: This document is intended to be a guideline for the Double Degree Processes and steps. 
While every effort has been taken to be as inclusive as possible there may be changes and supplements 
to the content of this document.

2 Aim of this toolkit
The aim of this toolkit is to provide a set of useful practice-based tools and guidelines for the RUN-EU 
Network and other universities in Europe for developing and implementing Double Degree
Programmes which are based on agreements between the partner institutions.
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3 Guidelines Toolkit
3.1 How to start with the development of a RUN-EU Double Degree Programme

Check The first steps

The starting point for the development of a RUN-EU Double Degree Programme
involves two separately accredited degree programmes of two RUN-EU partner 
universities, located in different countries. The following must be considered:

The HEIs are recognised and/or accredited as higher education institutions in their 
national higher education systems, as well as the degree programmes.

Each institution can legally offer the degree programme (level, orientation, 
discipline) as a Double Degree Programme.

Each HEI defines a negotiation team which at least consists of

a Programme Director in charge of the degree programme or equivalent
and
an experienced staff member of the International Office or equivalent.

Each HEI provides the following information to the other negotiation team before the 
start of the discussions.

Transparent English curricula overview which also shows the semester allocation 
of English conducted courses.
Bologna compliant ECTS-Course Descriptions* for all courses offered in the degree 
programme.
Information regarding specific graduation requirements of the degree programme.

*The professional use of the Bologna Tool (complete, transparent ECTS-Descriptions and Diploma 
Supplement) are the minimum criteria for starting discussions. If these minimum criteria are not met, the 
timeline and the process for providing professional and transparent information should be agreed. The 
negotiations should only start after the minimum criteria (ECTS-Descriptions) are available.

Each negotiation team checks in detail before the negotiations start to ensure that
course contents of the degree programme of the other HEI allow recognition 
learning outcome of the Double Degree Programme would be equivalent to that of 
the own degree programme
course options for the mobility period at the other HEI are sufficient
specific graduation requirements of the degree programme of the other HEI (e.g.,
compulsory internships, thesis, final exam) are acceptable.
added value of the Double Degree Programme is given, especially also for the 
students.
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3.2 The development of the RUN-EU Double Degree Programme
The development teams negotiate the relevant academic and organisational aspects for the 
completion of a Double Degree Programme Agreement. Regarding this at least the following must be 
considered and clarified:

3.2.1 Academic aspects to be negotiated

Check Aspect

The content and structure of the Double Degree Programme corresponds with the 
learning outcomes of the involved degree programmes

Course work that the students will get recognised (automatic and full recognition of 
examinations and scientific work carried out at the home university)

Details of the courses that students are required to complete at the respective 
partner university, and which will get recognised from the home university

Number of ECTS students need to attend at the partner university (depending on the 
national and institutional requirements)

Details on how the ECTS at the host institution can be achieved (e.g., physical mobility, 
online / hybrid teaching, jointly supervised thesis etc.)

Examination regulations, student assessment and recognition of credits

Specific graduation requirements of the respective degree programmes (e.g.,
compulsory internships, thesis, final exam, language requirements, etc.) and detailed 
regulations for the Double Degree Programme

Clarification of the teaching language

Clarification of the student mobility period
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3.2.2 Organisational aspects to be negotiated

Check Aspect

Whether the academic calendars of the host and home institutions are compatible

How to regulate and organise specific graduation requirements (e.g., compulsory 
internships, thesis, final exams, etc.)

Financial and organisational aspects

Services offered for students at each institution (see Chapter 3.4.4)

Management of the Double Degree Programme (see Chapter 3.4)

Admission and selections procedures

Public information on the programme (information provision for students)

and diplomas

Number of participating students
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3.3 The RUN-EU Double Degree Programme Agreement

The negotiation team ensures the necessary and essential support and commitment from all partners.

3.3.1 Content of the Agreement (minimum requirements)

Check Content

Names and logos of the universities and degree programmes involved

Details regarding the academic aspects negotiated (details see above)

Details regarding the organisational aspects negotiated especially also in regard to 
specific graduation requirements of the respective degree programmes (e.g.,
compulsory internships, thesis, final exam, language requirements etc.)

Overall coordination of the programme and responsibilities for academic and 
organisational issues

Academic degree and regulation of the manner and responsibility of awarding the 
academic degree

Awarding modalities of the Double Degree Programme

Details regarding amending, renewing or terminating the agreement

The relevant national laws and/or regulatory frameworks under which the programme 
falls

Commitment for regular evaluation according to the RUN-EU guidelines (see Chapter 
3.5)

Commitment regarding the awarding of degree certificates according to the RUN-EU 
guidelines (see Chapter 3.4.6)

Number of participating students

Data protection information
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3.3.2 Amendment to the agreement

It is recommended that this document gets updated annually, also discussions regarding this should 
take place regularly.

Check What

Details regarding the courses that the students will receive recognised (automatic and 
full recognition of examinations and scientific work carried out at the home university, 
including link to ECTS Course Descriptions)

Details of the courses that students are required to complete during the mobility 
period at the respective partner university and from other RUN-EU partners, and 
which will get recognised from the home university, including link to ECTS Course 
Descriptions

Financial aspects (including fees)

Persons in charge (academic and organisational)

Services for exchange students
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3.4 The Management of RUN-EU Double Degree Programmes
3.4.1 Information provision

Check What

A dedicated website with specific information regarding the Double Degree 
Programme which also describes the mobility paths is developed and available for all 
interested students. Example

This website is linked to the information provided for exchange students, where ECTS 
compatible information regarding application, accommodation, academic calendar, 
course contents, grading, examination rules, services, persons in charge, visa and 
resident permit information, fees, costs of living, insurance, special needs etc. can be 
found. Example

3.4.2 Selection and enrolment of students

Check What

All responsibilities for (and in) the selection procedures are clearly assigned

The selection criteria are shared and unambiguously understood by all involved in the 
selection procedure

It is clear how the students are enrolled at each institution

Students get nominated by the home institution

3.4.3 Fees

Check What

The fees students pay are specified and transparently documented and communicated

3.4.4 Services for students

Check What

Mobile students receive all the necessary and relevant information before (and upon) 
arrival

Each institution provides adequate individual support regarding all aspects of the 
mobility period (e.g., organisation of accommodation, individual support regarding 
organisational and academic matters, special needs, integration, etc.)

Each student receives all confirmations and degree certificates according to the 
deadlines defined in the Erasmus+ Programme
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3.4.5 Correct use and availability of the Bologna Tools

Check What

The correct use and the applicability of the Bologna Tools is very important with regard 
to the professional implementation of Double Degree Programmes in the RUN-EU 
network; therefore, it is highly recommended that each RUN-EU partner institution 
correctly uses the European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System (ECTS) and the 
Diploma Supplement (DS)

3.4.6 Degree certificates

Check What

The degree is awarded in accordance with the legal frameworks governing the 
awarding institutions and is recognised as a degree in the higher education systems of 
the awarding institutions

The students receive the following documents after graduation:

Transcript of Records
The course work of the host institution for which the student has received full
recognition at the home university must be documented in the Transcript of 
Records of the respective home institution.

The course work for which the student has got mobility credits from the host 
institutions must be documented in the Transcript of Records of the respective 
home institution. Sample see Appendix 4.2.2.1

Diploma Supplement
The Double Degree Programme must be documented / explained in the Diploma 
Supplement. Sample see Appendix 4.2.2.2

Degree Certificate
It is highly recommended to record the Double Degree Programme participation in 
the Degree Certificate issued by each university. Sample see Appendix 4.2.2.3

Bridging Document
In case the national legislation does not allow graduates to use both awarded titles 
(e.g., Austria), a Bridging Document must additionally be issued. This document 
must contain the following information:
o Names, Logos and signatures of the degree-awarding universities
o Names of the national academic degrees to be awarded in the original 

languages and in English and, if available, also the short form of these 
academic degrees should be mentioned

o National regulations on the use of academic degrees in the participating 
countries (parallel use of titles awarded from Double Degree Programmes for 
example is NOT allowed in Austria). Sample see Appendix 4.2.2.4



11

3.5 The RUN-EU quality assurance regulations for Double Degree Programmes

Check Ensure continuous quality control and optimisation

As an addition to this Toolkit, a separate Quality Control Toolkit will be developed and 
provided.

This Quality Control Toolkit will contain information regarding the
frequency of reviews
evaluation of the development and collaborative processes
evaluation of mobilities of students and staff.

Quality assurance must cover the academic and administrative aspects of the Double 
Degree Programme.

The Quality Control Toolkit provided by the RUN-EU network is mandatory for the 
evaluation of all RUN-EU Double Degree Programmes.

The persons in charge must develop a common understanding regarding the quality 
assurance system of the RUN-EU Double Degree Programmes

The responsibilities for internal quality assurance must be clearly defined
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4 Appendices
4.1 Sources used

Joint Programme Checklist of the ECA European consortium for accreditation
RUN-EU Report D7.2

4.2 Sample documents

Proposal for Double Degree Programme Agreement
Degree awarding certificates
Transcript of Records
Diploma Supplement
Degree Certificate
Bridging Document
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4.2.1 Proposal for Double Degree Programme Agreement

AGREEMENT ON DOUBLE DEGREE 
PROGRAMME
Between university xxx and university xxx concerning the 
degree programmes xxx and degree programme xxx

Valid as of xx.xx.xxxx
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Introduction
The universities xxx and xxx agree to launch a Double Degree Programme in the field of xxx. Within 
this RUN-EU Double Degree Programme, the students from xxx and xxx complete a Double Degree 
Programme at both universities in the following degree programmes:

Bachelor in xxx in degree programme in xxx, xxx ECTS, name of university xxx
and 
Bachelor in xxx in degree programme in xxx, xxx ECTS, name of university xxx

By signing this agreement, the above-mentioned institutions agree to issue national degree diplomas 
for students fulfilling the conditions set forth in this agreement. 

University information and contact persons

University xxx
President/rector (Name, Address, Email, Phone)
Head of study programme (Name, Position, Department, Address, 

Email, Phone)
International Office (Name, Position, Department, Address, 

Email, Phone)

University xxx
President/rector (Name, Address, Email, Phone)
Head of study programme (Name, Position, Department, Address, 

Email, Phone)
International Office (Name, Position, Department, Address, 

Email, Phone)
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Management and Coordination of the Double Degree 
Programme
The partner universities will manage and coordinate the Double Degree Programme. For this 
purpose, each university will nominate a contact person responsible for the DD Programme. It is 
expected that the person is or reports to the Head or the Director of the Degree Programme. The 
Appendix I on programme structure and the modules is validated yearly by the assigned person 
responsible for the DD Programme.
The partner universities commit to implement regular evaluation according to the RUN-EU 
guidelines. 

Number of Students
A maximum of xx students per institution is accepted.  

Programme Language
All study courses are taught in English. The applicants must have an English proficiency equivalent to
level B2 or higher of CEFR (Common European Framework of Reference for Languages). This must be 
proven by a language test, e.g., TOEFL, IELTS, Cambridge ESOL, CEFR or equivalent. As an equivalent, 

er is also acceptable. 

Proof of English proficiency is also considered fulfilled if the applicant obtained their 
qualification for university entrance in English, and/or has completed a first academic degree 
in English, and/or speaks English as a native language. 

In order to promote multilingualism and cultural diversity among the participating students, when 
possible, additional course offerings (for example language courses and courses in the national 
language, RUN-EU Short Advanced Programmes) should be offered to the Double Degree Programme 
participants. The additional course offerings are listed in the Annex. 

Tuition Fees and Other Charges
The RUN-EU double degree programme students will be subject to the normal regulations of the host 
institution. When applicable, the students pay the tuition fees to their home institution during the 
double degree studies period in the host institution. Since the students remain enrolled at their 
home institution, in addition to the normal tuition fee, the following administrative or service fees 
apply:

xxx students at host university are required to pay
xxx
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xxx students at host university are required to pay
xxx

Besides the fees listed above, there will be no other charges between the institutions due to these 
arrangements. Students are themselves responsible to cover their own living and accommodation 
costs. 

Student Application, Prerequisites and 
Selection
Students will submit their applications for Double Degree Programme according to the instructions of 
their home institutions. The home institution nominates the students to the host institution. The 
host institution provides relevant information regarding the application process.  
Required application documents:

Transcript of Records (ToR)
Motivation letter
Learning Agreement

To fulfill the application requirements, the applicants must have an adequate study performance at 
the home university and must fulfill the required language skills. The applicants must have 
successfully passed all studies corresponding to xxxx years/ECTS at their home university as follows: 

xxx university: xxx ECTS
xxx university: xxx ECTS

The selection is made by the Head or the Director of the Degree Programme of the home university, 
based on the application documents.

Enrolment and Registration
Home University: Students remain enrolled at their home institution during their study at the host 
university and they must re-register independently each semester at the home institution.

Host University: Students will be enrolled at the host university during their stay and will be subject 
to the normal regulations of the institution.

Students in the Double Degree Programme must take out compulsory insurance (health insurance, 
liability insurance) in accordance with the laws and regulations in force in the country where they are 
staying.

Double Degree Programme Structure
The degree programme structures of the degree programmes in the scope of Double Degree 
Programme as determined in this agreement are described in Appendix 1. The Appendix 1 is 
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reviewed and updated when necessary each academic year by the contact person responsible for the 
DD Programme. 

Depending on the national and the institutional requirements, the students are required to study xx
semesters at the host university and meet the academic criteria.

In order to obtain the Bachelor/Master of xxx degree from xxx university, xxx university students 
must

Obtain xx ECTS credits at Bachelor/First Cycle level
Write a thesis/degree project of xxx ECTS at Bachelor/First Cycle Level. The thesis is written 
in English.

In order to get the Bachelor/Master of xxx degree from xxx university, xxx students must
Obtain xxx ECTS credits at Bachelor/First Cycle level
Write a thesis/degree project of xxx ECTS at Bachelor/First Cycle Level. The thesis is written in 
English.

Completed Degree
Final degrees will be awarded after the student has successfully completed the required studies in 
each university. Each university will issue a diploma based on the forwarded transcript of records 
from the home institution added by the courses passed at the host institution, showing that the 
student has passed all required courses. At the end the students will have two degrees. The titles of 
degrees are: 

xxx
xxx

Academic 
years

xxx university students xxx university students

1st year autumn semester (to be 
added: the dates of 
semester)

Acquired at home 
university
(xxx ECTS)

autumn semester (to be 
added: the dates of 
semester)

Acquired at home 
university
(xxx ECTS)

spring
semester (to be added: 
the dates of semester)

Acquired at home 
university
(xxx ECTS)

spring
semester (to be added: 
the dates of semester)

Acquired at home 
university
(xxx ECTS)

2nd year autumn semester (to be 
added: the dates of 
semester)

Acquired at home 
university
(xxx ECTS)

autumn semester (to be 
added: the dates of 
semester)

Acquired at home 
university
(xxx ECTS)

spring
semester (to be added: 
the dates of semester)

Acquired at home 
university
(xxx ECTS)

spring
semester (to be added: 
the dates of semester)

Acquired at home 
university
(xxx ECTS)

3rd year autumn semester
spring semester

Acquired during DD 
Programme at host 
university (60 ECTS)

autumn semester
spring semester

Acquired during DD 
Programme at host 
university (60 ECTS)

4th year autumn semester
spring semester

Acquired at home 
university
(xxx ECTS)

autumn semester
spring semester

Acquired at home 
university
(xxx ECTS)

TOTAL xxx ECTS xxx ECTS
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Upon graduation, the student will receive the Degree Certificates, Transcripts of Records (includes 
the recognition of the studies undertaken) and Diploma Supplements (includes the information of 
the Double Degree Programme). In addition, in the case of Austria, the Bridging Document. 

Applicable Law and Settlement of Disputes
In the event of difficulties in interpreting or implementing the agreement, the institutions concerned 
shall endeavor to settle their dispute amicably. The legal remedy should be the last resort after all 
other remedies have been exhausted. In this case, the litigation shall take place at the defendant s 
place of jurisdiction.
Students are required to comply with local regulations. In case of a complaint, the conflict between 
the university concerned and the student will be resolved in accordance with local regulations.

Data Protection
The parties process the data required for the processing and execution of the stay abroad in 
compliance with the data protection regulations, in particular the EU Data Protection Basic 
Regulation (DSGVO) and the data protection laws based thereon. The respective partners themselves 
are responsible for the data protection lawfulness of the processing of personal data and the 
fulfilment of the associated obligations.

Duration and Termination of the Double Degree 
Programme
This agreement shall enter into force upon its signature and shall initially apply for xx years from the 
date of its entry into force. After the expiry of this period of xx years, the agreement shall continue in 
xx year periods, if not terminated. The agreement can be amended by written amendments signed by 
both universities. 

Any institution may request termination of the contract, but only if the partners are informed in 
writing of the decision within six months.

If this agreement is terminated, the participating institutions shall ensure that students who have 
already begun their studies at the time of termination of the agreement can complete them in 
accordance with the provisions of this agreement.

Dates and Signatures
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Agreement Appendix
The Appendix 1 is reviewed and updated when necessary each academic year by the contact person 
responsible for the DD Programme.

Degree Programme Structures

University xxx
Programme structure at xxx
Modules for xxx degree programme: Bachelor of xxx
1st year: 

2nd year: 

3rd year: 

4th year: 

The acquired ECTS will be completely transferred to the programme xxx and fully recognised as 
part of degree. 

Course Supplement for students from xxx
Bachelor/Master courses:

University xxx

Programme structure at xxx
Modules for xxx degree programme: Bachelor of xxx
1st year: 

2nd year: 

3rd year: 

4th year: 

The acquired ECTS will be completely transferred to the programme xxx and fully accredited as 
part of degree. 

Course Supplement for students from xxx
Bachelor/Master courses:
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In order to promote multilingualism and cultural diversity among the participating students, when 
possible, additional course offerings (for example language courses and courses in the national 
language, RUN-EU Short Advcanced Programmes) should be offered for the Double Degree 
Programme participants.

Optional course offer for promoting multilingualism and cultural diversity (if available)
xxx Language course offer in the national language 
xxx Participation in courses in the national language (if linguistically suitable)
xxx Participation in RUN-EU Short Advance Programmes (SAPs)

Conversion Table of Grades

xxx university: 
grades << failed

xxx university: 
grades << failed

The Transcript of Records is produced in the valid grading system of the respective institution. The 
conversion necessary to produce the diplomas is carried out by the study secretariats or examination 
offices of the respective degree program at both institutions. Students are responsible for sending 
the required Transcript of Records to the relevant study secretariats and examination offices.

Failure to Pass an Examination
The student regulations of the institute at which the student is studying at the moment apply.

Information and services for Double Degree Programme students

The universities xxx and xxx provide up-to-date information and support for the double degree 
students in relation to their DD studies. The information for the double degree students is available 
as follows: 

xxx university: link to website (information for incoming exchange/Double Degree Programme 
students)
xxx university: link to website (information for incoming exchange/Double Degree Programme 
students)
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4.2.2 Degree awarding certificates

Below please find examples how credit transfer in the case of a Double Degree Programme could be
documented. 

4.2.2.1 Transcript of Records

Example: Outgoing Double Degree Programme Master student (studied one 
semester at the partner university, an additional semester thesis and final exam was jointly supervised 
and graded by both institutions; see documentation of transferred credits in the Transcript of Records of 
the host institution below)
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Example: Incoming Double Degree Programme on Bachelo s level (studied four semesters at the 
home universities; courses got recognised at the host institution see documentation of credit 
transfer at the host institution below)
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4.2.2.2 Diploma Supplement

Example: Outgoing Double Degree Programme Master student, studied one 
semester at the partner university, the last semester (thesis and final exam) was supervised and 
graded by both higher education institutions

Documentation of the Double Degree Programme in the Diploma Supplement (can be used also for 
incoming students in the Diploma Supplement issued by host and home institution):
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4.2.2.3 Degree Certificate
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4.2.2.4 Bridging document

Sample in draft subject to change
Logo/seal of University 1                                                                        Logo/seal of University 2

Bridging Document

Record Number xxxx
University 1: Matriculation number xxxxxxxx / University 2: Student identification number xxxxxxxx

Double Degree Programme [Bachelor / Master] in xxxx

this is to certify that [Name of the student]                 place & date of birth: xx/xx/xxxx

having successfully completed the prescribed Double Degree [Bachelor / Master] Programme

from xxx to xxx

at the [Name of the University 1 and University 2]

consequently, on behalf of the participating universities in this [Bachelor / Master]
Double Degree Programme, 

and having regard to the assessment of the final exam passed on the [date] is awarded the  

Double Degree 

[Bachelor / Master] in xxx*

University name 1

Name of the legal representative
Official function [e.g. Rector]

____________________________________
             (official stamp and signature)

University name 2

Name of the legal representative
Official function [e.g. Rector]

___________________________________
    (official stamp and signature)

*Official names of the national degrees corresponding to the awarded Double Degree:

Country 1: University name 1: national degree name 1 (e.g., Master of Science in Engineering, 
abbreviated xxx) legal reference: xxx
[awarding date: xx/xx/xxxx] [final mark and credits]

Country 2: University name 2: national degree name 2 (e.g., Laurea Magistrale, abbreviated xxx
legal reference: xxx



27

[awarding date: xx/xx/xxxx] [final mark and credits]

For further details on the present Double Degree [Bachelor / Master] Programme, please refer to 
the related Diploma Supplements and the officially issued national Diplomas.

National regulations regarding the use of academic degrees in the individual countries:

Nation A (e.g., Austria) Legal References
[xxxx]

Nation B Legal References
[xxxx]
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