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1. Conference Overview 
 

Hosted by the Technological University of the Shannon: Midlands Midwest (TUS), 
Ireland, the RUN-EU PLUS Annual International Conference on Applied Research with 
Business and Society (ICARUS) was held online on 14 December 2022 (10h00-15h00 
CET). There were 292 Eventbrite registrations for the conference and 188 attendees at 
the event. This was the second of the annual RUN-EU PLUS ICARUS conference since the 
project was launched on 5 November 2021, at the RUN-EU General Assembly in Ireland. 
The annual ICARUS conference engages research students, scholars, researchers, and 
business and society stakeholders in discussions concerning the development of 
practice-based research degree programmes, open science practice and researcher 
career development across the Regional University Network – European University 
(RUN-EU). Conference attendees from the 7 RUN-EU partner HEIs were joined by 
colleagues from the University of Burgos and Howest University of Applied Sciences, 
Belgium as well as be associated partners of RUN-EU who are our regional stakeholders. 

The ‘PLUS’ of RUN-EU PLUS stands for ‘Professional Research Programmes for Business 
and Society’, which is based on the project vision of adapting the RUN-EU research 
outcomes to regional labour markets and societal demands, with measurable 
downstream societal benefits that will lead to the transformation of the European 
regions. Its three tracks are linked to the focus areas of the alliance and its 
future European Innovation Hubs (Future Industry and Sustainable Regional 
Development; Bioeconomy; and Social Innovation). 

The RUN-EU PLUS project recognises the significance of its human capital and will 
support RUN-EU researchers and supervisors through the design and implementation of 
a common Researcher Career Framework Programme, a Research Career Development 
Evaluation System, a Research Skills Training Programme, a Cloud of Knowledge Portal, 
and an Open Science Skills Training Programme to support and reward research 
excellence at all researcher career development stages. 

The RUN-EU PLUS project will build on the ambitious RUN-EU Discovery Programme and 
develop an integrated, long-term strategy for research and innovation within our 
European University. It will create a collaborative action plan focused on strengthening 
academic-business partnerships in research and innovation. 

The annual ICARUS conference: 

• provides a space for the presentation of the most relevant scientific results in 

the focus areas, including special tracks for students of professional research 

programmes. 

• contributes to the open science agenda through close contact and informal 

discussion with business and society actors, in which the conclusions of the 

https://run-eu.eu/2021/12/02/european-innovation-hubs-virtual-conference/


 

 

scientific world are presented in a clear way, which is accessible to the public, 

and particularly to business and society representatives. 

• increases the cooperation and identify possible practical problems to be 

addressed by research students within the professional practice-based research 

degrees. 

• implements annual innovation awards to recognise the companies or society 

actors that have a special contribution to the development of joint programmes, 

professional research activities and the development of the Research & 

Innovation ecosystem in the regions of the RUN-EU PLUS alliance. 

• disseminates the impact of the professional research programmes in the 

companies and society, notably those that host the professional practice-based 

research degrees. 

This ICARUS 2 conference showcased the important achievements of the RUN-EU PLUS 

project and provided attendees with insight into the project impact to date, which 

includes: 

• The design of frameworks which support the development of practice-based 

master’s and doctoral programmes with joint supervision between RUN-EU 

partner organisations. 

• The development of a Cloud of Knowledge Portal which is a repository for 

researcher training material. 

• The development of a Researcher Career Evaluation System and a Research and 

Career Evaluation Tool to support researchers in the identification of their skills 

training needs in accordance with their preferred career path. 

• The development and implementation of a Researcher Career Development 

Training Programme.  

• The mainstreaming of Open Science practices and its relevance to business and 

society. 

• The mobility of researchers and supervisors within the RUN-EU innovation 

ecosystem. 
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2. Branding 
2.1 ICARUS 2022 Conference Banner 

 
 

 

 

Image 1- RUN-EU PLUS Annual International Conference on Applied Research with Business and Society   

2022 Conference Banner 

 



 

 

3. Conference Agenda 
 

ICARUS 2 On-line Conference 

14 December 2022 

Central European Time (CET) 10.00-15.00 

  
10.00-10.10  Conference Opening TUS Prof. Vincent Cunnane, President of the Technological 

University of the Shannon (TUS) Ireland, Co-Director of RUN-EU  
  

Chair: Dr. Siobhan Moane, RUN-EU PLUS Project Manager, TUS, Ireland   
  

10.10-10.30  Co-Design of a Sustainable Tourism Research Strategy for RUN-EU Regional 
Social Impact and Innovation 

Dr. Anthony Johnston, Director of Research Development in Tourism, TUS, 
Ireland  

  
10.30-10.45  
 
 
 
 
10.45 – 11.00 
 

RUN-EU Researcher Mobility – The Researcher Experience 
Dr. Erika Geser-Engleitner, Social Sciences Research Group, FHV, Austria 

(home) and TUS, Ireland (host) 
 
 

RUN-EU Researcher Mobility – The Researcher Experience 
Dr. Edit Süle, Marketing and Management, SZE, Hungary (home) and NHL 

Stenden, Netherlands (host) 
 
 

11.00-11.15  Break  
  

11.15-11.35  RUN-EU PhD Programme in Sustainable Polymer Technologies 
Dr. Michael Nugent, Lecturer in Polymer Technology, TUS, Ireland  

 

11.35-11.55  Professional Practice-based Research towards the Digitalisation of 
Manufacturing  

Patrick Ruane, Special Projects Director, Johnson and Johnson Vision Care, 
Limerick, Ireland   

  
11.55-12.15  Joint PhD Supervision across the RUN-EU Alliance – Case Study 1  

 Dr. Paul Archbold, Director of Sustainable Infrastructure Research Group, TUS, 
Ireland and Arpan Joshi, postgraduate student, TUS & IPL, Portugal  
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12.15-12.30  
 
 
 
 
 
12.30-12.45  

Joint PhD Supervision across the RUN-EU Alliance – Case Study 2  
Dr. João Vilaça, Head of Research, IPCA, Portugal   

 
 
 
 

How Engagement with RUN-EU can support Business Development 
Dr. Norbert Kovacs, Head of the Smart Project Consulting Ltd, Hungary  

 
12.45-13.30  Lunch 

13.30-13.50  
 
 
 
13.50-14.10  

RUN-EU Transfer Pathways to PhD – pre-consultation process with SZE 
doctoral programme explained 

Frank Doyle, Programme Director, Master’s of Engineering in Digitalisation of 
Manufacturing, TUS, Ireland  

 
The Application and Accessibility of Open Science to Business and Society 

Ms. Tania Marsh, Research Integration Project Manager, TUS, Ireland  
 
14.10-14.30 
 
 
 
 
14.30-14.50  
 
 
 
 
14.50-15.00  

   
RUN-EU PLUS Researcher Career Development Programme 

Dr. Virve Kallioniemi-Chambers, Education Development Specialist, HAMK, 
Finland  

 
 

Open Forum Discussion – How do academia and business/societal 
organisations find each other and create meaningful engagement 

opportunities? 
Dr. Markus Preißinger, Head of Research, FHV, Austria  

 
Introduction to the RUN-EU PLUS Cloud of Knowledge Portal  

Dr. João Vilaça, Head of Research, IPCA, Portugal   
 
   

15.00  Conference Ends  

 
   

 
 
 
 Registration: RUN-EU PLUS ICARUS 2 Conference - Tickets, Wednesday 14 Dec 2022 at 10:00 | 
Eventbrite 

  

https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/run-eu-plus-icarus-2-conference-14th-dec-2022-by-tus-tickets-444045791917
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/run-eu-plus-icarus-2-conference-14th-dec-2022-by-tus-tickets-444045791917
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/run-eu-plus-icarus-2-conference-14th-dec-2022-by-tus-tickets-444045791917


 

 

4. Conference Book 
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5. Conference Presentations 
5.1 Dr Anthony Johnston 
Director of Research Development for the Faculty of Business and Hospitality, Ireland 
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5.2 Dr Erika Geser-Engleitner 
Social Sciences Research Group, FHV, Austria (home) and TUS, Ireland (host)  
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5.3 Dr Edit Süle 
Marketing and Management, SZE, Hungary (home) and Agnes Brinks, RUN-EU PLUS Project Co-
ordinator, NHL Stenden, Netherlands (host) 
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5.4 Dr Michael Nugent 
Lecturer in Polymer Technology, TUS, Ireland 
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5.5 Patrick Ruane 
Special Projects Director, Johnson and Johnson Visioncare, Limerick, Ireland 
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5.6 Dr Paul Archbold 
Director of Sustainable Infrastructure Research Group, TUS 
Arpan Joshi, PhD Student, TUS & IPL, Portugal 
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5.7 Dr João Vilaça 
Head of Research, IPCA, Portugal 
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5.8 Dr. Norbert Kovacs 
Head of the Smart Project Consulting Ltd, Hungary 
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5.9 Frank Doyle 
Programme Director, Master’s of Engineering in Digitalisation of Manufacturing, TUS, Ireland 
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5.10 Tania Marsh 
Research Integration Project Manager, TUS, Ireland 
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5.11 Dr Virve Kallioniemi-Chambers 
Education Development Specialist, HAMK, Finland 
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5.12 Dr Markus Preißinger 
Head of Research, FHV, Austria 
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5.13 Dr João Vilaça 
Head of Research, IPCA, Portugal 
 

- RUN-EU PLUS Cloud of Knowledge Portal demonstration  
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6.0 Participant Feedback 
 

All ICARUS 2 attendees were invited to provide feedback via an online questionnaire 

which was made available to them throughout the duration of the ICARUS 2 conference, 

and which was also circulated to them upon its completion.  

As the invitation to provide feedback on the conference is still open, the feedback 

presented here is preliminary and a complete report on the feedback survey will be 

presented in RUN-EU PLUS Deliverable 2.7 Quality Assessment and Monitoring Report – 

2nd report which is due M24 (30th September 2023). 

To date, a total of 64 responses were received. Overall, the responses were very positive 

with the majority (95 %) of conference attendees either in strong agreement or in 

agreement that the conference objectives were clear and useful. Image 2 presents these 

findings. 

  

 

Image 2- Preliminary feedback on RUN-EU PLUS ICARUS 2 conference objectives   
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The objectives of this conference were clear and
useful:

ICARUS 2 Conference Objectives
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Image 3 presents the preliminary results pertaining to the satisfaction of conference 

attendees with the information that was provided by presenters during the ICARUS 2 

conference. Once again, the responses were very positive with 53 attendees (83%) 

believing that the information provided was ‘just right’, 8 attendees (12.5 %) believing 

that it was too advanced and only 3 (4.5 %) finding it too basic. 

 
 

 
 
 

Image 3- Preliminary feedback on RUN-EU PLUS ICARUS 2 conference information   

 

Table 1 provides insight into the personal opinions of attendees when invited to provide 

feedback on what they liked most about the ICARUS 2 conference. In summary, 

attendees believed that the conference was well organised, and the atmosphere was 

relaxed and friendly. In addition to the variety of topics covered, attendees appreciated 

the research experience which the presenters brought to their presentations as well as 

the personal experiences which they shared. Attendees also pointed to the fact that the 

conference provided them with insight into the opportunities provided by RUN-EU PLUS 

to them, such as mobility. 

 

 

 



 

 

Table 1- Preliminary feedback on RUN-EU PLUS ICARUS 2 conference – individual feedback   

Attendee responses on what they liked most about the ICARUS 2 conference 

• Diversity of topics and scope 

• Hearing about how other people 
engage with RUN-EU 

• The presentations and the smile of 
everyone  

• Multiple international presenters 
across the RUN-EU Alliance 

• Knowing what other projects 
different RUN-EU universities are 
working on for a better picture of 
RUN-EU PLUS 

• Brought a number of research 
environments to the fore  

• Hearing personal stories of 
researchers 

• PhD opportunities 

• I liked the fact that most of the 
presentations had an industry-
based perspective 

• There was excellent variety and a 
good balance between technical 
and general information 

• The presentation of on-going work 

• Sharing experiences 

• The chair and real research 
experiences shown 

• The conference offered a variety of 
topics, and the presenters were 
straight to the point 

• Very informative and well 
structured 

• It was very useful to understand the 
type of mobility research 
experiences that already took place 

• The case studies of practice-oriented 
research engaging business industry 
and health care sector 

• The possibility to hear presentations 
from different actors' point of view 

• Professional, yet friendly atmosphere 

• Hearing other experiences, practical 
approaches, learning from others 
experience and gaining institutional 
knowledge 

• Well-organized conference, dynamic 
working 

• The excellent and insightful 
presentations 

• Hearing how other 
lecturers/researchers got up and 
running with PhD students 

• Relevant researchers with 
resounding achievements 

• The different aspects of researcher 
mobility/business cooperation 

• Engagement of the presenters 
and the applicability component on 
business and society 

 

 
 

As stated previously, the feedback presented here is preliminary and a full, in-dept 

report will be provided in RUN-EU PLUS Deliverable 2.7 (Quality Assessment and 

Monitoring Report – 2nd report) which is due M24 (30th September 2023). 
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7.0 ICARUS 2 Dissemination article 
 
 

 
 

RUN-EU PLUS ICARUS 2, December 2022 

On 14th December 2022 TUS hosted the second iteration of the ICARUS 2 conference as part of 

the RUN-EU PLUS project, chaired by Dr Siobhán Moane the project manager. The conference 

was hosted online on the Zoom platform and attended by delegates from all RUN-EU partners, 

including TUS, NHL Stenden, The Polytechnic of Leiria (IPL), Häme University of Applied Sciences 

(HAMK), The Polytechnic of Cávado and Ave (IPCA), University of Győr – Széchenyi István 

University (SZE) and The Vorarlberg University of Applied Sciences (FHV). We were also delighted 

to extend a special welcome to our new partners from the University of Burgos (Spain) and 

Howest University of Applied Sciences (Belgium), alongside many industry and society partners, 

and postgraduate researchers.  

A packed agenda saw 13 papers presented covering current research projects including tourism, 

engineering, and social sciences. Good practice case studies included presentations on 

professional employment practice-based PhDs, Open Science, Researcher mobility and joint PhD 

supervision. The session was closed with a presentation from Dr. João Vilaça (IPCA) introducing 

the RUN-EU PLUS "Cloud of Knowledge” Portal which will go live in 2023.  

In his opening remarks, President Vincent Cunnane (TUS) remarked that “The RUN-EU PLUS 

initiative plays a crucially important role in driving the research and innovation of our RUN-

EU agenda and in educating researchers with the future skills required by our regional 

partners for their long-term strategic development. RUN-EU PLUS will enhance RUN-EU 

collaboration with and for society through the development and deployment of 

collaborative professional practice-based research degrees across the alliance.” 

292 delegates registered for the conference, increasing the attendance against the 2021 

iteration, with strong attendance throughout the day. Feedback was gathered on MS Forms with 



 

 

attendees reporting high levels of satisfaction with the new knowledge presented the level of 

complexity of the papers and the opportunity to learn about the various RUN-EU PLUS 

initiatives. 
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