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1. Short Introduction 
The aim of this deliverable is to present the results regarding the development of Double Degree 

Programmes (DDPs) within the pilot phase of RUN-EU. The development of Double Degree 

Programmes is an ongoing process that will not stop with the conclusion of the pilot phase. 

Overall, nine Double Degree Programmes were fully developed and implemented (see 3.1). The 

preparation of one is at very advanced stage and further 12 are in preparation (see 3.2).  

Goal of D7.3 

Year 1: 4 Double Degrees in preparation and strong focus on D7.1 and D7.2, in this way laying 

the foundation stone for development of Collaborative Degree Programmes and supporting 

initiating further negotiations (e.g., through Online Group Exploratory Missions) 

Year 2: 4 signed, 6 in preparation. 

Year 3: 10 signed, 12 in preparation. 

The Double Degree Programmes will be offered in English and National languages. 

Double Degree Programme definition clarification in the RUN-EU Alliance 

Chapter 1.2 of the report D7.2 outlines the rationale of the Higher Education Institutions (HEI) 

participating in RUN-EU Alliance decision to focus on the development of DDPs consisting of the 

criteria listed below. 

• Double Degree Programmes in the context of the RUN-EU Alliance 

• 2 separate developed and separate accredited curricula 

• 2 separate examination regulations 

• 2 separate degrees and degree certificates 

• Mutual components and mutual recognition 

• DDP agreement 

These Double Degree Programmes were be based on bilateral agreements between the 

universities involved and are coordinated, not integrated programmes (= no Joint Programmes 

according to the official definition of Joint Programmes). 

In preparation for Double Degree Programmes, numerous steps have been taken by the WP7 

Work Group as well as Inter University Recognition Team (IURT) to establish a solid foundation 

for development. 

To highlight some key points: Guidelines and a practical toolkit with user-friendly checklists were 

developed (D7.1). Comprehensive research was conducted on relevant national and European 

legislation and regulations affecting RUN-EU Collaborative Degree Programs, along with 

recommendations for a quality assurance and academic regulation framework (D7.2). Several 

steps were taken to bring stakeholders together, establish contact, and build mutual trust, 

including Group Exploratory Missions where more than a total of 300 relevant stakeholders 

participated (detailly described in D7.5). One of the elements of the project proposal was to set 

up an Inter University Recognition Team (IURT). This team was established in year 2 of the 
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project and was very successful in creating a clear manual on recognition of learning within the 

alliance, to the extent that the recognition manual was brought in as an extra deliverable (D7.6). 
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2. RUN-EU DDP Development Timeline  
Below, a detailed timeline is presented to highlight the most significant developments, 
showcasing the extensive efforts undertaken to realize the RUN-EU Double Degree Programmes. 
Given that the alliance comprises predominantly universities of applied sciences, it is essential 
to acknowledge that the level of experience in collaborative initiatives was initially limited 
among the partner institutions. Recognizing this, the collaborative journey involved a concerted 
effort to build expertise, foster collaboration, and overcome challenges unique to the creation 
of Double Degree Programmes within this specific academic context. The timeline serves as a 
testament to the dedication and progress made by the alliance in navigating and addressing 
these challenges, ultimately culminating in the successful development and signing of nine 
Double Degree Programmes (for more details, refer to the appendix). Additionally, negotiations 
are currently underway at an advanced stage for the tenth programme, specifically the Double 
Degree Programme at the master's level in Computer Vision & Data Science (NHL Stenden) and 
Computer Science (FHV) (for more details, refer to section 3.1). 
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20/21 
M1-12  
▪ Researching, compiling, and understanding the national and 

institutional framework conditions in participating countries 

▪ Understanding the framework conditions for DDP 

development in the context of different countries and 

respective higher education systems 

 
M7-8 
▪ Bringing relevant stakeholders together (Online Group 

Exploratory Missions) 

M13-17 
▪ Preparations of Group Exploratory Missions (concept, 

scheduling etc.) Understanding the framework conditions 

for DDP development in the context of different countries 

and the respective higher education systems 

 
M17-23 
▪ Bringing relevant stakeholders together within Group 

Exploratory Missions and bilateral exploratory missions 

21/22 

22/23 
Per DDP 
▪ Check of course contents of the degree programmes, 

mutual recognition, possibilities for mobility periods, and 
analysis of specific graduation requirements (2 months) 

▪ Comparison of curricula (1 month) 
▪ Negotiation of the academic aspects such as learning paths, 

details of the courses required to be completed at the 
respective partner university, clarification of the student 
mobility periods, etc. (3 months) 

• Negotiation of the organisational aspects such as 
compatibility of the academic calendars, graduation 
requirements, financial and organizational aspects, services 
offered for students at each institution, admission, and 
selection procedures (6 months) 

• In the case of some universities – internal confirmations by 
different boards (up to 3 months) 

• Preparation of the agreement (1 month) 
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3. DDP Agreements 
 

3.1. Concluded DDP Agreements 
 
The DDP Agreements below were concluded and are operational. In Annex 1 two examples of 
DDP agreements are included for reference, one at master’s level, and one at bachelor’s level. 
 

• Masters in Tourism Management (SZE) and Sustainable Tourism Management (IPL) 

• Masters in Electronics Engineering and Computers (IPCA) and Mechatronics (FHV) 

• Bachelors in International Business (FHV) and International Business (HAMK) 

• Masters in Electrical and Electronic Engineering (IPL) and Mechatronics (FHV) 

• Bachelors in Mechanical Engineering (IPL) and Mechatronics (FHV) 

• Masters in International Management and Leadership (FHV) and Management in 

Sustainable Business (HAMK) 

• Masters in Informatics Engineering (IPCA) and Computer Science (FHV) 

• Bachelors in InterMedia (FHV) and Smart and Sustainable Design (HAMK) with two 

different study paths within the Double Degree Programme-Agreement 

 
The mentioned Double Degree Programme agreement still in negotiation at the final stage at 
master’s level in Computer Vision & Data Science (NHL Stenden) and Computer Science (FHV). 
The programme comparison and alignment have taken place, and the teams are ready to go. 
The reason for not yet concluding the agreement lies in two contradictory financing structures. 
NHL Stenden is obliged by national law to charge tuition fees, whereas FHV not allowed to ask 
for any tuition fees. As this is a matter of national competence and regional politics, we were 
unable to resolve this issue within the time frame of the pilot phase of RUN-EU. The teams are 
looking at ways to collaborate and the aim is still to come to a solution in the longer term. 
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3.2 Double Degree Programmes in preparation 
 
As outlined in the project proposal, in the 3rd year of the pilot phase we are preparing further 
twelve Double Degree Programmes. Below is the list of Programmes currently in negotiations 
and preparations of the DDP-Agreement. Several of listed below negotiations are taking longer 
than anticipated due to differing national regulations for which a solution has not yet been found 
– particularly those involving the participation of TUS and NHL Stenden. We are diligently 
working to find solutions and common ground so that all negotiations on the list will be 
concluded soon.  
  

1. Bachelors in Mechanical Engineering (TUS) and Mechanical Engineering (IPL) 

2. Bachelors in European Studies (NHL Stenden) and International Relations (SZE) 

3. Bachelors in Mechatronics (FHV) and Vehicle Engineering (SZE) 

4. Masters in Fine Art (TUS) and Fine Arts (IPL) 

5. Masters Computer Engineering (IPL) and Computer Science (FHV) 

6. Masters in Interdisciplinary Design (TUS) and Graphic Design (IPL) 

7. Masters in International Business (IPL) and Strategic Management and Marketing 

(TUS) 

8. Masters in Informatics Engineering (IPCA) and Software Engineering (TUS) 

9. Masters in Digital Marketing (TUS) and Content & Media Strategy (NHL Stenden) 

10. Electrical and Automation Engineering (HAMK) and Electrical and Computer 

Engineering (IPCA) 

11. Masters in Tourism Management and Destination Leadership (TUS) and Tourism 

Management (SZE) 

12. Masters Tourism Management (IPCA) and Tourism Management (SZE) 
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4. Outlook/Conclusion 
 
The engagement during the pilot phase of the Double Degree Programmes marked a substantial 

acquisition of knowledge and competence within our European University. We are optimistic 

that this foundation will propel us to even greater achievements in the upcoming RUN-EU 2.0. 

As we reflect on our journey, we identify the Group Exploratory Missions as our most significant 

success and a best practice that we aim to carry forward into RUN-EU 2.0. 

  

Building upon the success of the Group Exploratory Missions in pilot phase, which served as a 

catalyst for various forms of collaboration, RUN-EU 2.0 will introduce European Programme 

Academy Missions (EPA-Missions). One of the objectives is to enhance stakeholder 

involvement in these missions, driven by our experience and learnings from the pilot phase. 

While Group Exploratory Missions primarily focused on the participation of academic staff, 

researchers and programme directors, the EPA-Missions in Phase 2 will broaden their scope to 

include Associate Partners representing the diverse RUN-EU regions, as well as administrative 

staff and students. This expansion is designed to foster a more comprehensive and inclusive 

approach to collaboration within the alliance. 

 

On the journey of developing Collaborative Degree Programmes, we have identified numerous 

national challenges. The specific challenges arising from diverse national frameworks have 

been addressed within the scope of RUN-EU in the deliverables D7.2, D7.5 as well as in the 

survey of European Commission known as “Monitoring Framework”, conducted in the fall of 

2023. We see a clear need for further harmonisation processes within the European Higher 

Education Area to enable European University Alliances to explore their full potential. 
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4. Annex: Double Degree Programme Agreements 
 

4.1 DDP-Agreement at master’s level in Tourism Management (SZE) and 
Sustainable Tourism Management (IPL) 
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4.2 DDP-Agreement at master’s level in Electronics Engineering and Computers 
(IPCA) and Mechatronics (FHV) 
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4.3 DDP-Agreement at bachelor’s level in International Business (FHV) and 
International Business (HAMK) 



D7.3 RUN-EU Double Degree Programmes 2nd Edition 
 

34 



D7.3 RUN-EU Double Degree Programmes 2nd Edition 
 

35 



D7.3 RUN-EU Double Degree Programmes 2nd Edition 
 

36 



D7.3 RUN-EU Double Degree Programmes 2nd Edition 
 

37 



D7.3 RUN-EU Double Degree Programmes 2nd Edition 
 

38 



D7.3 RUN-EU Double Degree Programmes 2nd Edition 
 

39 



D7.3 RUN-EU Double Degree Programmes 2nd Edition 
 

40 



D7.3 RUN-EU Double Degree Programmes 2nd Edition 
 

41 



D7.3 RUN-EU Double Degree Programmes 2nd Edition 
 

42 



D7.3 RUN-EU Double Degree Programmes 2nd Edition 
 

43 



D7.3 RUN-EU Double Degree Programmes 2nd Edition 
 

44 



D7.3 RUN-EU Double Degree Programmes 2nd Edition 
 

45 



D7.3 RUN-EU Double Degree Programmes 2nd Edition 
 

46 



D7.3 RUN-EU Double Degree Programmes 2nd Edition 
 

47 



D7.3 RUN-EU Double Degree Programmes 2nd Edition 
 

48 

 
 
 
 



D7.3 RUN-EU Double Degree Programmes 2nd Edition 
 

49 

4.4 DDP-Agreement at master’s level in Electrical and Electronic Engineering (IPL) 
and Mechatronics (FHV) 
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4.5 DDP-Agreement at bachelor’s level in Mechanical Engineering (IPL) and 
Mechatronics (FHV) 
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4.6 DDP-Agreement at master’s level in International Management and 
Leadership (FHV) and Management in Sustainable Business (HAMK) 
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4.7 DDP-Agreement at master’s level in Informatics Engineering (IPCA) and 
Computer Science (FHV) 
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4.8 DDP-Agreement at bachelor’s level in InterMedia (FHV) and Smart and 
Sustainable Design (HAMK) with two different study paths 
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